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EXTRACT, &c. 



In confiniiig my attention, in the present work, cliiefly 
lo those points in religion, by which Friends are distin- 
ffuiahed from other bodies of true Christian believers, nothing 
can be farther from me than any deajre to throw into the 
shade those fundamental doctrines, in which all such believers 
agree. To unfold these doctrines, and to prove their truth 
from Scripture, is, in some other works, the sole object 
which I have pursued ; and to maintain them fully and freely 
(as ability is afforded) in the presence of all men, I deem 
to be Loth my first duty, and my dearest right. When we 
reflect on the unutterable Importance of eternity, on the value 
of never-dying souls, on the pains of hell, and on the joys of 
heaven, we cannot deny that to dwell on essential, saving, 
truth, is Ihe main business of every religions teacher. 

Dearly ought we to prize the many noble testimonies which 
have been borne by the Society of Friends, not only in the 
present day, but from its earliest rise, to the truth and im- 
portance of the doctrines of the New Testament. Chriet has 
been the cenfre around which they have delighted to gather; 
and those who have quitted that centre have never failed to 
lose, in a spiritual sense at least, their unity with the body. 

Since the Holy Scriptures contain a divinely authorised 
standard of reveaJed truth, ii,aA are fully sufficient for their 
purpose. Friends have always refused to hind themselves 
by any other written creed. Nevertheless, in every period 
of the Society's history, the acknowledged faith of the body 
has been sound and unquestionable. Bepeatedly have they 
confessed their belief in one ever-living (fod, all-wise, 
almighty, omnipresent, the Creator and Ruler of the nni- 
verse, holy, just, true, and merciful ; in the immortality 
ol' the sold ; ill the resurrection of the dead ; in the eternity 



of future rewards and punishments ; in the mysterious union 
and distinction of the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Spirit ; in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ ; in his incar- 
nation and birth of the Virgin Mary ; in his sinless hiunan 
nature ; in his meritorious obedience, sufferings, and death ; 
in his resurrection and ascension ; in his supreme and uni- 
versal reign ; in his spiritual presence with his people ; and 
in his glorious future coming to judge the quick and the 
dead. 

They are well aware of the fatal effects of the transgression 
of our first parents — that man is a fallen creature, by nature 
the child of wrath, prone to iniquity, and absolutely inca- 
pable of true holiness and happiness, imless he be bom again 
of the Spirit ; and they have been among the foremost to 
proclaim the power and devices of Satan, our te»npter and 
accuser, who rules, in every age of the world, over the 
children of disobedience. 

They know that " all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God," and have often delared in the most explicit 

manner, that it is only through the precious blood of Jesus 
Christ, shed for us on the cross, that our " iniquity is for- 
given," and our " sin covered." This awful sacrifice they 
have always regarded as ordained in the eternal counsels of 
the Father, and as the highest proof both of his holiness 
and his love ; and boldly have they asserted that it was made 
for all men ; Christ was the *' propitiation for our sins, and 
not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world." 

I conceive that the views of our Society on this subject 
are remarkably comprehensive, and not more comprehensive 
than just. Not only have Friends at all times ascribed the 
forgiveness of sin to the free mercy of God in Christ Jesus ; 
but they have set forth the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the 
cross as the very centre of all the virtue and all the hopes 
of our species. They have always believed that according 
to the gracious purposes of God our Father, this sacrifice 
(ordained before the foundation of the world, and accom- 
plished in due season) was the means of procuring for fidlen 
man the irift of ^^ ^o\y Spiiit ; and that Christ him sblv 



manifested by his Spirit, in the heart, is that "true light 
which hghteth every man that cometh into the world." 

Our frequent declaration of the Christian principle, that . 
without holiness none can see the Lord, or enter into b 
kingdom, has led some persons to imagine that our SocieQr 
under-ratea the importance and neceaaitj of faiUi. Yef i 
there is probably no truth on which Friends have been more I 
accustomed to insist, than the Scripture doctrine, that die 
"just shall live by faith." They freely acknowledge that 
faith is the appointed instrument of man's salvation ; and | 
that as is the hght bestowed upon UB, so is the6>?fi(^requir- , 
ed of us. They rejoice in the assurance of Scripture, that j 
" God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself | 
not imputing their treapaaaes unto them ;"* that we are jui- 
tified freely by his grace, through the redemption which is 
in Christ Jeans, "t and that whosoever believeth in the Son 
of God, shall "not perish," but shall "have everlasting 
life."I 

But Friends have not failed to declare their sentiment, 
that the faith hy lehieh me arc gaved, is not the result of 
learning, or the mere conviction of the human understand- 
ing, but a divine gift, — an effect of the Spirit, — infallibly 
productive of a life of righteousness, — as a tree produces its 
natural fruit. Neither do they allow that even a saving feith is 
any thing more than the inglrumenl of our justification — 
the Jiajid by which the penitent sinner, made sensible of the 
terrors of the law, and turned areay from his iniquities, 
is enabled to put on the robe of the righteousness of Christ. 
They ever held that, under the pardoning love of the Father, 
the procuring cause of our acceptance with God, and of our 
final salvation, isCbcmsT iLOSB, i-eceived into the heart of 
the believer, as the sole object of his confidence, and ruling 
there by his Spirit. || 

We plainly learn from Scripture that the Mosaic priest- 
hood, with all its ceremonial rites, was in point of authority 
abolished hy the death of Christ ; and that, under the dis- 



II Rom. [v. %; Gal. 



X John ill, 16, 36. 



p^niiiatioti of the gospel, the glorified Jesus dlnrie is invested 
with the sart^rdotal office. Not only has he offered once for 
all a sacrifice for the sins of mankind, but now he ^^appeatrs in 
the presence of God for us,'' pleads our cause, rebukes our 
enemy, and intercedes with the Father on our behalf. He 
is the '^ministier of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle 
v^hich the Lord pitched, and not man j"* and " in that he 
Mihddf hath sufiered being tempted, he is able to succour 
ihem ttiai are iempied."f Now I conceiVe that'aiiiong the 
Various classes of true Christians, there are none who have 

more faithfully maintained thesfe truths thctn the Society of 
Friends. It has always been with thetn a point of leading 
iibportance, that Christ is the only High Priest of our pro- 
fession ; the sble Mediator between God and man, on whom 
the Christiaii believer may place his reliance. How often 
has it been proclaimed within our borders, that Christ '^ iis 
able to save them to the uttettnOdt who come unto God by 
him; seeing he ever-liveth to make intercession for them;" 
and that ^^ such an high priest became us, who is holy, harm- 
less, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made h^her than 
the heavens." J 

It was part of the ofiice of the high Priest of the Israel- 
ites, to conduct the worship of the people, to preside 
over their religious assemblies, and to bless them in the 
name of the Lord. Friends have always been strongly at- 
tached to the correi^onding features in the priesthood of our 
Redeemer. They delight in the asstirance that he still con- 
descends to preside over the solemn meetings of Christian 
believers, to hallow their worship, and to spread over them 
the peaceful canopy of his presence. Long have they been 
accustomed to realize that ancient prophecy — " In that day 
shall the Lord of Hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a 
diadem of beauty to the residue of his people ; and for a 
spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, and for 
strength to them that turn the battle to the gate."|| 
What a noble view did our forefathers take of the doctrine 

• iiieb. Tiii. 2. f Heb. ii. 18. | Heb. Vii. 95. 26. 

II tsaiah xxviii. 5, 0. 



or the Holy Spirit 1 They iftxe hold tp asa«rt tbat as, ou 
the one hand, Christ died for rU n;eu, so on the other, all 
■re made partakers of tt. njefisur^ of the light, life, power, 
and spirit of the Redeemer of meq — thqt there is not a man 
bom into the world who has not his day of visitation — that 
a law ii written with the finger of God, oa the hearts of all 
men, by which, in nariouH degf^eg, the natural conscience 
is enlightened and guided. 

They knew indeed that this light is often very faint in the 
children of ignorance and idolatry ; that it shines "in a dark 
^ace," and that the darkness comprehends it not; but they 
■Jao knew that it is pure and unchanging in its character. 
N«ver did they dare to consider it as a part of fallen man's 
eorrupt nature ; never did they hesitate to ascribe it to the free 
and universal grace of God, through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
The view which our early Friends took of this great doc- 
trine, appears never to have suggested to them a single doubt 
of the importance of spreading a knowledge of the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus ChrbL On the contrary, many of them 
were diligently engaged in tliia work, and laboured for the 
diffusion of true Christianity, not oidy in theii' own land, 
but when they ran to and fro in iJie earth, and in the distant 
isles of the sea. Geot^e Fox in particular was a zealous 
promoter of the knowledge of Christ, and laboured for its 
dissemination among the negroes of the West-Indies. The 
same faithful elder fervently exliorted hiK friends in North 
America to teach the native Indians in that country, that 
Christ bad tasted death for every man : and he freely tojd 
them, that the gospel of life agid salvation must be preaqbed 
to every creature under heaven." 

It is, indeed, only the abiiseof the doctrine ofauniversal 
light, which could lead any man to set at nought say Chris- 
tian effort for so holy a purpose. The doctrine itself affords 
a delightful encouragement to all such labours of Jove, Who 
that is engaged in preaching the gospel, either at home or 
abroad, can deny the advantage of being »ble to appeal to 
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the light of Grbd'g law appearing in the hearts of his hearers ? 
By such an appeal, he may, through the influ^ice of the 
Holy Spirit, convince them of sin, and may thus prepare 
the way of Christ; and although this light may not always 
shine brightly, yet according to its measure^ it will still be 
a sure ally to the word preached ; it will be foimd im^orioi/^ 
on the side of truth, and holiness, and God. 

That there is a vast difference, in point of morals and 
religion, between the condition of the heathen world and 
iihat of Christian nations, no well-informed person will pre- 
tend to deny; and the more we are aware of our superior 
advantages in these respects, the more zealous we ought to 
be in diffusing the benefits whic^ we ourselves enjoy, among 
our benighted fellow-men. But of what permanent use to tts 
will be the knowledge of the gospel, if we do not give way to 
the influence of that divine Spirit, who strives^ in much 
long-suffering, with unregenerate man ?* 

There is a work of God upon the soul, which precedes 
conversion, as well as one which follows it ; and the former, 
tliough sometimes rapid, or even sudden, is, for the most 
part, like the latter, extremely gradual. Tb^ preparatory 
work of the Spirit, especially in the minds of young people, 
when he visits them at unexpected moments, reproves them 
for sin, brings them into tenderness, and allures them into 
the love and fear of God, is one branch of the great plan of 
redemption, on which Friends have at all times loved to 
dwell. They have never failed to insist on the necessity of 
obedience to the still small voice of the inward Teacher ; 
and they have always maintained that this obedience is of 
primary importance to a right knowledge of the truth. The 
more use we make of the light bestowed upon us, the more 
will that light be increased ; it will set our sins in order be- 
fore us ; it will humble us in a clear view of our own un wor- 
thiness ; it will lead us to the foot of the Saviour^s cross. It 
is the influence of the Spirit of the Father, operating on the 
willing soul, which can alone bring us to a real and practical 
acquaintance with the Son of his love. 

* See Gen* vi. 3. 
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Yet nothing could be farther from the minda of our early 
Friends, than bo to misapply this truth, as in any de^ee to* 
justify the disuse of the Holy Scriptures. They were them- 
selves diligent readers of the Bible ; and they well knew that 
it wa^ in the use and not in the neglect of this blessed means 
appointed by Providence for our instruction, that we are t(>- 
expect the more abundant light and influence of the Holy 
Spirit. 

There is probably no body of Christians who have taken 
more pains than Friends have done, to enjoin upon their 
members a frequent perusal of the Scriptures of Truth. It 
is one of those duties which is annually brought home to ua 
by a public inquiry addressed to all our inferior meetings ; 
and it has been the subject of many a warm exhortation, and 
many a strong advice, issued by our yearly meeting itself. 
Nothing can have been more clear than the testimony of the 
Society to the divine origin of the book. Friends have al- 
ways asserted that it was given by inspiration of God ; and 
when our forefathers were defamed by their adversaries, and 
falsely accused of unsound principles, they always appealed 
to Scripture aa the only authoritative teat by which their 
sentiments could be tried. They boldly invited their hearers 
and readers to imitate the example of the noble Uereeans — 
to search the Scriptures daily, that they might know " whe- 
ther these things were so." 

On this important subject I apprehend that the viewa of 
Frienda are in accordance with those of other sound and 
reflecting Christians, although there may prevail between 
them and ourselves some difference m phraseology , If we 
object to call the Scriptures the Word, or the Word of God, 
it is not because we entertain the smallest doubt that they are 
given by inspiration of God ; it is only because the Scrip- 
tures themselves teach us that this name, considered aa a 
title of pre-eminence, properly belougs to our Lord Jesus 
Christ. If we aasMt the essential superiority of the Holy 
Spirit, it is not that we regard the sacred writings as a fallible 
standard, or do not truly reverence them ; but only that we 
are anxious to distinguish between that which is produced, 
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and the .power that produ^ces it; between !the wcuck \Rfhich we 
can see, aiui>handle, and its dvoine^ unchangeable jiutJboT> 
That the Holy Scr^>tlll:e^, Jike odier aI]cie^t writiiigs^ have 
in fiome d^yee suffered by passmgrthrough the bands of m^, 
k evid^it f rcnn the niunfirous Tfoious r^adinga, both in the 
Hebrew. Bible, and in theiGiieek Testament. But although 
the sacred volume thus partakes of the imperfection whioh 
attaches to all material objects, Friends have ever been lea^^ 
in unison :with their feUow^christianfi^ to adore that especial 
pirovidence i^diich has so signally preserved it&qm^ssent^U 
faanxL Th^ joyfully ^confess that the h^^xxji time, and the 
coreleaaiefls of traiOBiaiba:^ have apt been permitted to de- 
prive tlie Scriptures of a single doctrinal truth, or a single 
moral pnnciple; that the wisdom, Tjpbness, and^harmony 
of their icontente, afford abundDnt proof that they came 
from€kxi; and that, as the original record of all religious 
truth, th^ stand, and ever must atan^^uorivall^ and alone. 
Many<if the early members of the society were persons pf 
considecBbleleBnui^, and they nctver sc^rwpkd to make use 
of their, literature, for the^ucidatioa of religious subjects — 
Ik remark which affiles with peculiar force to Barclay the 
«pologist. CesBtainly &ere is nothing in our g^uime prin- 
ciples which need discourage any one £H>m a ^iiical study 
tif 'the Bibk in a humbde and teachable spirit It is surely 
both a duty and a privilege, as Of^portumty is i^ffiurded, to 
make use of diose various sources of information, fi;om which 
«omuoii light has been thrown, ftot m^r^y on its historical 
atid descriptive parts, but even ca juts dootriBi^s and precepts. 
Yet Friends have always ir^aifded it «s. an .especial duty to 
insist on the great principle, that ''the things of God 
knoweth no man, but the Spirit ^f -Grod ;" and that we can- 
not possibly obtain a saving knowledge of the truths revealed 
in the Bible, except by the 'gracious aid of its omnipotent 
Auliior. 

They are not ashamed to eshort oneranother, earnestly to 
«eek for that divine influence, in the .perusal of Scripture, 
'Which can alone present 'its precious -contents id their true 
hght to the understanding, and impr^s ^em with power on 



the heart. It has been weU eaid by a learned and pious man, 
that to tbe Bpirituaily minded reader, and to him alone, the 
Bible is a book full of illuminated characters. But even 
when the book is not before us, how often does the good 
Remembrancer remind us of passages suited to the various 
turns of our experience, and nrrayed for the o 
brightness and beauty ! 
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Having offered these remarks, oii the views of Friends 
respecting the sacred volume, I must revert, for a short time, 
to the doctrine of the Spirit. I conceive there is nothing to 
which the Scriptiires bear a stronger testimony than to the 
divine character, and free and unfettered influences, of the 
Holy Ghost. As it is by the Spirit alone that we are brought 
to Christ, and become, through faith in the Saviour, the 
reconciled children of Gfod ; so the Spirit alone can lead us 
onwards in the way of holiness, cleanse the inward recesses 
of our hearts, and prepare us for an entrance into perfect 
purity. Thus it is, as Friends have always believed, that 
" the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day'"* — thus only, that we 
can obey the awful precept — " Be ye therefore pei-feet, even 
as your Father, which is in heaven, \^perfeet."\ 

The pre-eminent grace, and peculiar office, of the Holy 
Spirit in hdieverg, as well as hia general and preparatory 
influences, are indeed subjects which have always been proi- 
minent in the religious views of Friends. From their first 
rise as a society, they were led to testify of the utter vanity 
of the most orthodox creed, without the ponsegsion of the 
H/e which is in Christ ; and while they spake with deep rev- 
erence of the atoning blood of the Lamb, they assured their 
hearers that it would be impossible for them to partake of its 
benefit, unless their hearts were given up to the cleansing 
work, and inward government of the Spirit of their Redeem- 
er. They boldly declared that justification hyfaith in Christ 
crucified, and sanctification by his Spirit, wetthand in hand, 
and could never be separated. Christ " gave himself for us- 

•Prov. iv, 1S. t Mall, ft IS. 
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that he might redeem w&from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works."* He 
^^ bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we being 
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness. "f 

The comprehensive nature of the promises of Grod respect- 
ing the Holy Spirit, is a point to which the attention of our 
religious society has always been directed with peculiar force. 
They believe them to be addressed to the whole Church of 
Christ in aU ages^ for they read that the Comforter was to 
continue with the disciples of Jesus ^^ for ever"}— that His 
influence was to be bestowed not merely on the earliest con- 
verts to Christianity, but on their children also, and on all 
that are afar off, even ^' as many" as the Lord our God 
should " call."|| 

And what are these promises ? Large and various indeed ! 
That the Spirit should be pom^ forth from on high, and 
convert the wilderness into a fruitful field ; so that the work 
of righteousness should be peace, and the effect thereof 
quietness and assurance for ever ;§ that Grod should write his 
law on the hearts of his people, and that all should know 
him, from the least to the greatest ;^ that He should sprinkle 
clean water upon than, give them new hearts and new spirits, 
and cleanse them from oM their filthiness and all their idol- 
atry ;* that He should pour forth his Spirit upon all flesh, 
and that the sons and the daughters, the servants and the 
handmaidens, should prophesy ;t that a^l the children of 
Zion should be taught of the Lord, and that great should be 
their peace;]: thatJesusexalted very high, ^' should sprinkle 
many nations ;"|| that he should lead captivity captive, and 
receive gifts for men, even for the rebellious ;§ that he should 
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and purify the sons of 
Levi ;^ that he should baptize his followers with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire, and thoroughly cleanse them from sin ** 
that he should send the Comforter unto them from the Fa- 



• Tit. 2. 14. \l F^t ii. S4. I John xiv, xv, & xri. 

II Acts iiy 39. § Isa. xxxii, 15—17. % Jer. xxxi. 33. • Eiek. xxx vi, 25. 

t Joel ii, 28, 29. t !»»>> >*▼> 1^. || Isaiah lii, 15. § P». Ixrin, 18. 

f Mai. iii 3. • Matt.iii, 11 
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ther, and that the Father should send the same Comforter 

m the name of Christ ;* that the Holy Spirit should con- 
vince the world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment ;t 

that he should testify of Christ ; J that he should receive of 

the things of Christ, and show them unto his disciples ;|| that 

he should teach them all things, and hring all things to their 

remembrance whatsoever Christ has said to them ;§ that . he 

should be in them, and dwell in them;^ that he should 

show them things to come ;* finally, that he should guide 

THEM INTO ALL TRUTH.* 

Paul bears testimony to the fulfilment of these predictions 
when he declares, in reference to the gospel dispensation, that 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus had made him 
free from the law of sin and death ;t that as many as are led 
by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God ;X that Chris- 
tians are ^^ the temple of the Holy Ghost" which is in them, 
which they "have of Grod;"|| and that they are "baptized 
by one Spirit into one body ;"§— Peter, when he writes of the 
baptism which now saves us,^ and of the Spirit of glory 
and of God resting on believers;* James, when he tells us 
of the pure and peaceable wisdom which cometh from above ;t 
— and John, when he proclaims the sovereign efficacy of the 
Lord's anointing, " Ye have an unction from the Holy One, 
and ye know all things. .... .the anointing which ye have 

received of him (i. e. of Christ) abideth in you, and and ye 
need not that any man teach you ; but as the same anoint- 
ing teacheth you of all things, and is truth and no lie, and 
even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in Him^"} 

There is probably no body of Christians by whom thete 
precious truths have been more clearly adyan^oed, than by the 
Society of Friends. It has always «^peared to than,, that the 
fr-ee and immediate teaching of the Spirit of Christis ihe main 
charactenstic of that new covenant which was established 
in the world by his propitiatory death. It seems, indeed, to 

* John xiv, 26 ; xv , 26. f John xvi. 8. % ^ohn xv, 26. 
II John xvi, 14. § John xiv, 26. ^ Johnxiv, 17. 
1^ John xvi, 13. f Rom. viii, 2. % Rons, viii, l4. 
II 1. Cor. vi, 19. § l.Cor. xii, 13. f 1. Pet. iii, 21. 

* 1. Pet iv. 14. t Ja« "i, 17 1 1. John ii, 20—27. 
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hftve been the chief business intrust^ to them, iii the church 
of Christ, to vean men from an undue reliance on an out- 
ward miobtry, and from all merely human systems in reli- 
gion, £md to lead them to the feet of JesujB. Rightly have 
they deemed it to be the highest privilege of the ChrL^tian 
beiliever to draw near to the Father of mercies, through his 
beloved Son, to wait on Grod in the silence of all flesh, and 
to be guided and governed, in all things, by his Holy 
Spirit. 

It is under this guidance, as Friends have always believed, 
that the disciples of Jesus are enabled to apply to particular 
occasions, the general rules of God^s law; smd that even in 
tempcmdsiatterii which, m(M:e or less, inviolve their spiritual 
interests, they may be led along in a path of safety. Christ, 
thdr divine teae^r cannot be removed into a comer:^-his 
light shines in their consciences. If they patiently wait upon 
him, and pray for his Spirit, he will, iroia time to time, 
arise for ihexr help ; he will gi^^e them vrbh. his ^^ coimsel," 
and make h4» ^^ way^* straight before their &Qe. 

But if this be true respecting our coDopion course .of life 
and duty, who shall deny that it i8also4xuein i^elation to the 
particular services into which wemay be caUed for the benefit 
ci the church? It is on soripturai authority, that Friends 
have always asserted, that no voice can lawfully call into 
these services, but the voice of the Holy Spirit ; and tibat 
notiiing can truly qiudify for the performa^nce of them, but 
^^ Lord's anointing, 

1 wish to take the pres^at opportunity of expressing my 
continued conviction of the iaimense importajnce of this 
Christian principle, which aj^ears tome to have been far 
too much n^kcted in l^e professing church of Christ. I 
am, indeed, w6ll aware that we have no reason in the present 
day 'to expect either fniraeles^ or '^ose extraordinary mea- 
sures of mspiration, which werebestowe^ on the apostles ; for 
these probably have already served their purpose in the estab- 
lishn^^tof Christianity ;in ii^e world. But we are surely au- 
thorised in expecting the •enlivening visitations of an omni- 
present Saviour, (the perc^tible guidance of his Spirit in the 
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path of duty, ajui the pouring forth o{ that divine influence^ 
which can alone prepare us for the Lord's service, and rightly 
suggest and direct the miiiistry of the gospel. 

Through the efficacy of this principle our Society first 
arose ; and if we would contimie as a people, to live and 
grow in the truth, we muet adhere to it with unalterable 
firmness. '* The anointing" will yet do wonders for us^ if 
we are hut fidthful to its monitions, and submiesive to the 
various crosses and mortificatioiis into which it leads. 

Nor are we left wiUiout all adequate motive to Buch a course 
of faithfVilness and obedience. The low of Christ oomr 
straineth us ; we are boifiid by every tie of duty, hboour ainl 
gratitude, to devote ourselves to the service of thfU adorable 
Redieemer, whose we are, because he haa bought us mtb 
Ms iymn blood. 

Here I must be allowed to express my belief that ft bUAiihl^ 
reliance on ^e teaching of the>%irit, and a diligent use oi 
the sacred Scriptui«s, were the means of leftdu^ our f(>v»- 
fathers into all tkose distinguishiag (riews^amd piraetiaas wdkLch 
are described in the present volume. If &o& be true-**a<id 
we have surely abmdairt reawm ibf toBobefiring jut to be 90— 
what <yu^ht to be >our <x)iipse f 

Shall we tum^mir backs on vur high CSuaatiaa views of 
1die'8^irituaiMty-of tme worsiiipf Shsdl wearetunn to cerema- 
nial and ISigortftive rites i BfaaU we make wa^fin our jneetinjj^s 
fbr>a mfVEOstry, which -one nananay pfepaffc*^ and /aop^Jber 
appoiiM; ? Shtfll we ceafie fimn crur itestiisMttiy .against all 
pecuniary coivuption in i«be )cfauish ? JShaU we .forget Ae 
sweetness and'ticdeHmitty bfrtvntaileikQe ? iShfldl w«.aw;rendi9r 
our Saviour's standard afiiie yeaaod'tbe nay^^ppd no logger 
refuse an oath when expediency is supposed to demand it ? 
Shall we, after all our peaceable professions, recur to the 
warfare of the world ? Shall we forsake our simplicity in 
dress and language, and break down a hedge which so use- 
fully protects many of our beloved young people from the 
vanities of the world ? In short, shall we renounce that 
unbending adherence to the rule of right, by which our 
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forefathers were distinguished ? Shall we exchange a child- 
like obedience to the Shepherd's voice, for the mind which 
is ever ready to criticise and to argue ? 

If such, through the wiles of Satan, should be our course, 
how awful and aiSecting must be the consequence. The 
gracious piurposes for which we were raised up to be a people^ 
will be frustrated through our want of faithfulness ; and by 
forsaking oiur own place and sphere of duty in the fold of 
Christ, it is but too probable that we may, in the end, fall 
&om Christ himself, and become wanderers in the barren 
wastes of an empty profession. But if, on the contrary, 
vre are bold in the Lord to answer these questions in the 
negative-— if we resign ourselves, through every loss and 
cross, to the disposal of our Holy Head, and diligently en- 
deavoiur to " keep" all his " testimonies ;" if we resolve to 
follow the Lord's Spirit in all things — ^we may reverently 
believe that he will preserve us unhurt. The humble hope 
may then arise, that his own eternal power will again be 
known to abound amongst us ; and that many living witnesses 
to the truth will yet beraised up, within ova borders, to the 
praise of his glorious name. 

In conclusion, I would express an earnest desire that we 
may be enabled more and more to commend our religious 
Society, in secret and fervent prayer to God. Let us pray 
that we maybe taught of him, to open our hearts and under- 
standings to the whole truth as it is in Jesus— 4hat we may 
stand with immoveable sted&stness on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief comer stone — ^and that on this foundation we may be 
built up a spiritual temple, which shall ever bear the inscrip- 
tion of HOUKESS UNTO THB LoRD. 
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